
Dacey Auditorium, 8th floor Mid-Campus Center (MCC) starting 
at 2:00 PM sharp unless noted

Date Topic Purpose

Friday, July 11, 2025 at 12 pm UE5 Orientation Structure and expectations of UE5 program; mentor-mentee engagement, 
peer mentorship, additional funding opportunities (David Gutmann)

Friday, August 8, 2025 New UE5 applicant proposal presentations Feedback on prospective fellow UE5 applications (10-minute 
presentations from Brendan Whitelaw, Casey Vickstrom)

Friday, September 12, 2025 Nuts and bolts of the grant process NIH grant process, animal and human studies approval process (David 
Gutmann, John Cirrito, Joanne Cousins, Nichole Swanner-Gregory)

Friday, October 10, 2025 UE5 fellow 20-min research update 
presentations

2 UE5-funded fellows present (20-minute presentations by Gabe Vazquez 
Velez)

Friday, November 14, 2025 at 12 pm Neurology/Neurosurgery faculty research 
blitz

5-min, 3 slide overviews of research opportunities by faculty (coordinated 
by Gabe Vasquez-Velez)

Friday, December 12, 2025 Leading a balanced life as a physician-
scientist

Discussions about balancing clinical/research responsibilities, as well as 
those related to family and self (panel discussion involving junior faculty and 

senior faculty)

Friday, January 9, 2026 UE5 fellow 20-min research update 
presentations

2 UE5-funded fellows present (20-minute presentations by Ravi Chopra, 
Aimee Morris)

Friday, February 13, 2026 "The path to independence"
Discussions about building your team (composition, training levels, bench 

mentoring), defining your individual research identity, allocating time, 
continued individual scientific, professional, and life mentorship

Friday, March 13, 2026 "Writing your specific aims" Preparation for UE5/K08 applications

Friday, April 10, 2026 Career development
Discussion between faculty and department section heads and chair about 

issues related to career development and progression (departmental 
commitment, promotion), setting up collaborations

Friday, May 8, 2026  "Staying the course"
Discussions about grit/resilience, research focus and portfolio management, 
defining the activities necessary to stay on track, regular feedback (division 
chiefs, chair), networking, writing practice, next-step funding opportunities

Friday, June 12, 2026 UE5 fellow 20-min research update 
presentations

2 UE5-funded fellows present (20-minute presentation by Michelle 
Rudman)
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